AIDS, HEPATITIS, Etc:

Every cut with bleeding must be treated as a possible source of infection for a variety of blood borne diseases, including Aids (Autoimmune Immunodeficiency Syndrome) and Hepatitis B (a virus that infects the liver).  Both conditions in time can be fatal. Even dried blood on a surface can be infectious for several weeks. The virus gets from the blood to another person’s blood usually by getting on a person’s hand and then coming into contact with a mucous membrane (such as eye or nose) or through a break in the skin of the person (such as a burn, rash, or cut). 

To prevent transmission of these infections, everybody is presumed to have one or more of these infections and their blood is considered to be potentially lethal.  If anyone gets a cut, or bleeds from any source, the following procedure should be followed to avoid exposing others to contact with the blood:

· Person who is bleeding immediately goes to the sink in the classroom to rinse it with tap water. Then he/she presses on the cut or bleeding source with a paper towel to stop the bleeding.

· No one should assist the person with the bleeding unless wearing gloves and familiar with sterile techniques (such as a school nurse or a trained teacher).

· Teacher may take a bandage from First Aid Kit and give it to the person to apply to his/her own cut.

· Larger, or major wounds should be taken to the school nurse, or call paramedics for assistance. 

· Any blood that has gotten on to table tops or the floor should be reported to school authorities for proper cleaning with a sterilizing solution. There should be a marked container in the classroom for throwing any bloody towels or contaminated computer parts.

